
Venue + Date
Your wedding date will be with the for the rest of your life, a sentimental reminder of 
your union. It’s not just a special reminder though, it’s the decision you must make 
before making all others. You cannot secure a single vendor without having a date, how 
else would they know if they are available? The date can also affect your budget. Getting 
married on a holiday? Expect the price to increase! In some cultures a numerologist, 
monk or priest chooses your date, but for all intensive purposes I’m going to assume you 
picked your own date.

Ask yourself what is important? Is it the venue? You’ve always dreamed of getting 
married on a vineyard in Napa, so you will need to consider the weather if you are 100% 
sold on an outdoor wedding. It can’t be too cold, too hot or rainy. This limits the months 
you are willing to tie the knot in. If you are wanting to get married in your childhood 
church, you need to book sooner rather than later since they fill up quickly and times are 
often non-negotiable. Is budget playing a role as well? Venues tend to offer two 
different pricing options, an off-season (not as busy, more affordable, not great weather 
months) and high-season (really busy, booked almost every weekend, amazing weather). 

Be sure to consider holidays. Consult a standard calendar first to take into 
consideration your guests travel plans. Next, do additional research on religious 
holidays, taking into consideration your faith and the religions of the majority of your 
guests. Also consider significant holidays surrounding your date. Holy Week (Palm 
Sunday through Easter) and any weekend during Passover are not good choices. For 
Jewish couples, any weekend that overlaps Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur is out of the 
question, but even wedding too close to the High Holidays can pose travel problems for 
family members. It’s also worth a call to your clergy before you make a final decision, as 
some churches will not hold weddings in late December or during Lent. 



Venue + Date
 Questions you need to ask when visiting a potential site:

1. How many people can the space hold?
2. Are there restrictions on event times, what I can and can’t service, who can 

officiant?
3. Can I use my own vendors, or must you you work from their approved vendors list?
4. If there’s a rental fee, what does it cover and for what time period? What does 

the rental fee exclude?
5. When do I get access to my site for the setup?
6. What type of deposit is required, what is the balance due and what is the 

cancellation policy?
7. If you’re planning an event with an outdoor element (even a cocktail hour), what is 

the locations backup plan in case of bad weather?
8. Is my date available?
9. Is there a place on site for the wedding party to get dressed? Are there separate 

rooms for the bride and groom? Are these rooms included in the fee?
10. Are there restrictions on photography or videography? Applies mostly to houses of 

worship, but a museum may also have areas where flash is not allowed.
11. Can I see the plate, glassware and linen selection? Renting your own will 

significantly alter your budget projections. 
12. If the ceremony and reception are to be held in the same space, who handles the 

flip? On average, how long does the flip take?
13. Is there sufficient parking for my guests or will I need to arrange for valet or 

off-site parking with a shuttle?
14. Are any permits required? Who obtains them?
15. Are there any noise restrictions?
16. Is insurance required?



Venue + Date
 Questions you need to ask when visiting a ceremony site:

1. What are the restrictions on flowers and other decorations? Are real rose petals 
allowed on the ceremony aisle? Are pew markers allowed on the pews?

2. Is an aisle runner permitted? (Always important to ask; however, I prefer not to 
use them. I have seen brides heels get caught on them and they almost trip).

3. Are there additional fees for the organist, soloist, choir or musicians? Is there a 
customary fee or donation for the minister, priest, or rabbi and how is that 
handled? Is there a fee for the sexton (church groundskeeper)?

4. Can the flowers used during the ceremony be removed? Or does the church 
require them to stay as a donation?

Once you have booked a church/venue, it is now time to block a few rooms in a hotel (or 
multiple hotels to offer different price ranges). Your friends may like staying at the ultra 
chic, bar by the pool, boutique hotel, but your parents friends may want to stay at a 
more full-service hotel where they can be sure to get a good night’s sleep. If you booked 
the Partial Planning Package, you will need to call and negotiate a group rate. If you 
booked the Full Planning Package, your wedding planner will handle this. Be sure to 
include these hotel blocks on your Wedding Website, so your guests know where they 
can receive negotiated pricing.


