
Wedding Party
Now that we know there will be a wedding, who is going to stand next to you on your big 
day? This is a very important question that you need to stew over. Do not jump the gun 
and start asking 15 of your closest girlfriends, because nothing is more awkward than 
having to tell a friend she is no longer a bridesmaid, it may even destroy the friendship. 
Think about who you want standing next to you. These friendships and pictures will last 
a lifetime, so should you ask your new BFF that is in your spin class? Probably not. If 
you started going to a new spin class, would you even speak to this person anymore? 
Other things to consider when asking your wedding party is the financial obligations that 
come with being a bridesmaid. 

I have a friend that I am on the fence about asking to be a bridesmaid, if I did ask her, 
she would be towards the end of the line. I am afraid this is too much of a financial 
obligation, plus she just had a baby and will not have much time to partake in the 
bridesmaid duties. What should I do?

The answer is clear, let the poor momma get that extra sleep she needs. Let her spend 
her money on something for herself, or the baby, instead of a $250 bridesmaids dress 
we all know she will never wear again. Even though she vows to wear it again, we all 
know it ends up a the back of the closet covered in dust.

I have a really good friend that I want standing next to me on my wedding day, but I 
know she and her husband have been going through some hard times. What do I do?

This answer is clear as well, talk to her! Open communication is key. You will regret not 
asking her to be a bridesmaid, so put the ball in her court. Tell her you would love to 
have her by your side, but you completely understand if she is not able to commit the 
time or the finances involved. You just care that she is at your wedding and that the two 
of you can dance the night away together, like you did back in college.
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Who is who in the wedding party and what traditionally, are their roles?
Matron and Maid of Honor, are honored attendants that hold the same role as the Best 
Man. A Matron of Honor is married, while a Maid of Honor is single.It is more common 
to have one or the other, but you can definitely have both! They are typically in charge of 
organizing the bridal shower and bachelorette party, witnessing the marriage license, 
holding the bride’s bouquet while she stands at the altar, or helping by bussing the 
brides dress after family photos before she has her grand introduction into the 
reception. She more than likely will be giving a speech during the reception. The list of 
obligations has since dwindled in the past decades, with the bride and groom taking 
more of the responsibility.

Bridesmaids, can be married or unmarried. They may be assigned small tasks, but their 
main duty is to be with the bride on her wedding day while she has her hair and makeup 
done. The number of bridesmaids you want standing next to you is completely up to you, 
I have seen brides only have 1 person next to them, and I have seen some brides have 15 
girls next to them. The only question I want you to ask yourself is, “If I were sitting here 
looking at my wedding album in 20 years, would these girls be sitting next to me?” If 
not, the answer is simple, invite them as guest. Some people are relieved not to be 
asked, they don’t have to spend money on a dress, specific shoes the bride wants them 
to wear, they can simply come to your wedding and enjoy the day. 

Junior bridesmaids, these are the young members of the wedding party, typically 
between the ages of 9-16. When it comes to junior bridesmaids, feel free to ask a close 
cousin, but ask yourself if they would rather just be a guest.

The dreaded word…..BRIDEZILLA…We tend to take out our frustration on those 
closest to us because we feel most comfortable with them. Remember that your 
bridesmaids have lives of their own and can’t make their world revolve around your 
wedding day. 
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House Party. Do you have a large group of girlfriends that you want to include in your 
special day? You want them to hang out with you while you get ready, but maybe you are 
only including family in your bridal party? This is a house party. Should you order 
matching robes for your all bridesmaids to hang out in on the morning of your wedding, 
you should always include your house party in this. Do not ask someone to spend time 
with you and then not include them. They do not have to buy or match your bridesmaids 
dresses, but suggest they wear a dress in the same color as your bridesmaids. These 
ladies are sometimes tasked with small duties, such as passing out programs for the 
ceremony or helping people find their seats.

Flower Girls, this is the role of a little one, ages 3 to 8 that can walk down the aisle 
before the bride and toss out flower petals. Most flower girls walk to the altar and then 
sit with their parents. Is their parent a bridesmaid and groomsmen? Assign someone in 
the audience to watch the flower girl so they don’t have to stand the entire ceremony. 
Most children that do end up sitting down (possibly exposing their undergarments under 
their dress to the entire crowd) or they are constantly moving around, which is a huge 
distraction to the audience. Could you imagine being 5 years old and being tasked with 
standing completely still and not moving at all for 30 minutes to 2 hours (depending on 
what type of wedding it is)?! Should the child throw a tantrum or you constantly telling 
the child to stop is distracting for not only the crowd, but also the bride and groom, and 
don’t forget, if they have a videographer, it’s all being recorded.

Best Man, this is the same role as the Matron or Maid of Honor, but on the groom’s 
side. He is in charge of planning the shenanigans that will ensue on the bachelor party, 
being the best friend to the groom, holding the bands at the ceremony, making sure the 
groom is not late to the ceremony, and giving a speech during the reception. This role 
can be filled by a friend, sibling or even the groom’s dad.
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Groomsmen. This is a posse of male family and friends that the groom has, they assist in 
the same manner as the bridesmaids. It is common to have groomsmen double as ushers.

Ring Bearer. A young boy, ages 4 to 8, who walks down the aisle just before the flower 
girl, or arm in arm with the flower girl carrying a sign, a small ring box or more 
traditionally, a pillow. In recent years, the ring bearer stopped carrying the actual 
bands, I have seen too many bands fall out of boxes or come un-tied halfway down the 
aisle from the pillow and roll under the pews. There is nothing like seeing half your guest 
down on their knees looking for wedding bands. Some people decide to tell the kids 
there are secret bands in the box and to not open it, but the few times I have 
experienced this, the child has opened the box only to realize there are no bands and the 
child has a meltdown just minutes before walking down the aisle. Why anyone would 
expect a child at the age of 5 to not open a box is beside me. 

Ushers. Groomsmen can double as ushers, but in some parts of the country it is 
customary to have dedicated ushers. Ushers use to be only men, but it has now become 
common for women to act as ushers too. How many do I need? A good rule of thumb if 1 
usher per 25 guests.

Other special roles. Welcoming guest to the ceremony, handing out programs, doing a 
reading or performing a piece of music, serving as a witness to the signing of the 
ketubah at a Jewish wedding, saying grace before dinner, there are so many roles and 
feel free to invent one, it is your wedding after all, include anyone you want to make feel 
special. 

Do we have to have an even number of bridesmaids and groomsmen?
Absolutely not, only have what feels right. 
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Pets. Many couples can’t imagine getting married without their furry best friend by their 
side. Dogs often play the role of ring bearer, walking down the aisle with a pillow 
attached to their collar, or maybe a floral leash and collar that your florist can make for 
you. You will need to assign someone the duty of walking your dog down the aisle and 
pet sitting during the ceremony. Don’t forget, at some point the dog will need to be 
taken home, so arrangements need to be prepared beforehand. 

Who pays for what?
Bridesmaids, Groomsmen and any other member of the wedding party pays for their own 
outfits or rentals, along with their airfare and hotel expenses. Being a bridesmaid or a 
groomsmen is a financial obligation, and that price continues to skyrocket. 
Bachelor/ette parties are no longer just a one night dinner and drinks, but entire 
weekends away. If you are financially able, try to help your wedding party out, maybe 
purchase your bridesmaids shoes or jewelry for them and that can be your gift. Your 
Fiancé can purchase their ties and socks and that can be his gift to his groomsmen. 

Wedding Party Attire
Bridesmaids dresses use to cost hundred of dollars, and some still do. Your girls will 
wear them 1 time and they sit in the back of their closest collecting dust. Instead, try 
new and creative ways to help your girls save money and stand out. Not every girl will 
look the same in 1 style dress, so give your girls a color and length they must stick to 
and allow them to choose the style. A great website to assist is Azazie. Dresses range 
from $49 to $169. There are also plenty of online bridesmaid dress rental companies 
out there, such as TopShop, Asos, BHLDN, Brideside, Missbrided, Jenny Yoo, 
Modcloth, Revolve Wedding Shop, Fame and Partners, Reformation, Union Station, 
Joanna August, Twobirds and Shopbop Wedding Boutique, to name a few.  Or maybe 
you are interested in renting them, try: Rent the Runway, Vow to be Chic or Union 
Station.
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Looking for great deals on groomsmen suits? The couple should always go online 
together and discuss the look, and create the styles together. Don’t forget to let the 
Groom stand out, whether that be him wearing a jacket and the other guys not wearing 
one, or everyone wears a jacket and the groom wears a bow tie while the other guys wear 
a tie, or vice versa. Maybe you want all the guys in ties so the grooms could have a 
pattern on it, or be another color. The online rentals are super easy. Once you’ve set up 
an account and picked out what you want everyone to wear, share the link and the guys 
will go online and enter their measurements. The companies ship them their styles, with 
enough time to try them on and return them for other sizes should they not work. The 
guys wear them at the events and then have 3 days to return them after the event (most 
companies). Another thing to keep in mind, most companies will give you a free rental 
with the rental of 5 or so other suits/tux’s. Keep this in mind if all your groomsmen are 
renting suits, you could possibly get the grooms for free! A few companies to consider: 
The Black Tux, Generation Tux, Men’s Warehouse, Menguin and Stitch & Tie.

*Tip - you and your bridesmaids will be on your feet the entire day and night, heels for some might 
be impractical. Remember, your dress is long so if you want to wear flats, no one will even notice. 
If you are 100% sold on wearing heels, try buying a pair for the ceremony and buy a pair of flats 
for the reception. I can’t tell you how many brides I’ve seen think they can manage a 15 hour day 
in heels, only to remove them at the reception and not have a backup pair. They end up walking 
around barefooted, toes get stepped on, glass gets broken, it’s just not a good match, so be 
prepared. The same goes for your girls. Give them the option of flats if their dresses are long. 
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*True story - I planned my wedding around my venue and the only available date they had available 
was smack dab in the middle of a Texas summer, July 9th. I had my heart set on an outdoor 
ceremony, even though I knew my guests were going to miserable. At the end of the day, I realized 
this was my wedding and I would get what I want but would happily let my guest wait inside the 
venue until right before I was ready to walk down the aisle and they would all take their seats, so 
they weren’t baking in the Texas sun. I told my girls they had 2 options: first option, if you were a 
tea length dress, you have to wear heels. Second option, if you were a floor length dress (even 
though it’s the middle of summer), you can wear flats. They all immediately voted for long dresses 
with flats, and I was ok with that since I knew no one would see their shoes. Fast forward to my 
wedding day, a tornado came through just an hour before so I had to say goodbye to my outdoor 
ceremony dream and ended up getting married inside, I know my guest were relieved.  


