
Budget
Now that we know there will be a wedding, who is paying for this?

If you and your Fiancé are footing the entire bill, there is no need to have a discussion 
with anyone. 

If your grandparents, parents, or future in-laws are willing to contribute, it is important 
to sit down with them to have these conversations. Typically the bride visits with her 
parents without her groom and vice versa. You never want to start a lifelong relationship 
with your in-laws asking them how much $$ they plan to give you. Let your fiancé 
handle speaking with his parents about that. You never know what financial situations 
someone may be in. They may not have been planning and saving for this and are put on 
the spot to say a number with you sitting there. If your fiancé is alone with them, they 
can have a more candid discussion about what they are able and willing to contribute.

Once you have an idea of what your budget may be, make a list of “high priority” and 
“nice to have” items. Maybe you don’t care much about the venue but must have an 
expensive caterer you have been following for years. Maybe you have your heart set on a 
specific venue and it costs a lot more than you imagined, but you are ok shifting some 
money out of catering to cover the additional cost. At the end of planning you may 
realize you have some funds leftover and your #1 item on your “nice to have” list is a 
photobooth and you have plenty of funds to cover it. Perfect! Now your friends have a 
photo printout from your wedding to remember the fun.

In years past, the Grooms side and Bride’s side were responsible for specific categories. 
Nowadays, it is more common for the parents to give the Bride and Groom a fixed 
amount of money and let the couples have free rein over what to spend it on.



Budget
Interested in what the traditional budget breakdown is?

Groom’s Side:
● Accommodations for the groom’s 

attendants (optional)
● Bride’s engagement and wedding 

rings
● Bride’s bouquet, corsages for 

mothers and other honored family 
members, and boutonnieres for 
fathers and men (other than the 
rooms) in the wedding party

● Gift to the bride (optional)
● Gifts to the groom’s attendants
● Honeymoon, including 

transportation to the airport
● Liquor
● Marriage License
● Officiant’s fee or gratuity
● Rehearsal dinner (all costs)
● Transportation for the groom and 

best man to the ceremony
● Transportation or lodging expenses 

for the officiant if invited by the 
groom’s family

● Transportation and lodging for the 
groom’s parents

Bride’s Side:
● Accommodations for the bride’s 

attendants (optional)
● Gift to the bride (optional)
● Gifts to the bride’s attendants
● Bride’s gown and accessories
● Bridesmaids’ luncheon (two or 

three weeks before the wedding)
● Church costs, such as the sexton’s 

fee or organ player
● Flowers for the ceremony and 

reception, plus bridesmaids’ 
bouquets and groom’s boutonniere

● Groom’s ring
● Invitations and other paper goods
● Music at the ceremony and 

reception
● Photography/Videography
● Reception expenses
● Rentals for the ceremony or 

reception
● Transportation or lodging expenses 

for the officiant if invited by the 
bride’s family

● Wedding Planner



Budget
Now it is time to set the budget. Below is a chart representing the average weddings 
budget allotments. 

Sadly, things will cost more than you think. You will be faced with temptation, whether 
it be monogrammed cookies or a high class wine, and yes, you will succumb to some of 
these urges, so we suggest putting aside 10% of your budget to act as a cushion. This 
may also cover some items you overlooked or could not foresee needing. 

Venue, Catering, Cake, Bar - 45%
Photographer, Videographer - 10%
Planner - 10%-15%
Florals - 10%
Music - 7%
Attire - 5%
Paper - 2%
Officiant - 2%
Favors/Gifts - 2%
Rings - 2%

Something most people forget...gratuity. The staff working your event work in the 
service industry and are typically making minimum wage and live off tips. Weddings add 
up so quickly, you may forget this small detail or feel you’ve already paid so much you 
can afford anything more. I tell all my clients to ask themselves “Would you go to a 
restaurant and order dinner, knowing you don’t have a penny to tip?” Your staff is here 
to work for you, just like your waiter/waitress at a restaurant is.



Budget
Below is a gratuity guideline.
Some vendors include gratuities in their bills, so read contracts and bills carefully, and 
keep in mind these guidelines are not set in stone. You might choose to add or subtract 
based on the quality of service and the role played by particular vendors. A tip is not 
always appropriate for professionals that own their own businesses, but a personal note 
and small gift, even something as simple as a pedicure gift card are always much 
appreciated (keep in mind she was on her feet for 15 hours for you while other vendors 
just dropped in). The best way to handle gratuity is to put cash in an envelope for each 
vendor. Hand these envelopes to your wedding planner/coordinator on the morning of 
your event and she will handle passing them out.

Vendor Protocol Amount

Bartenders Optional 10-20% of liquor/bartender bill

Beauty Expected 15-25%; each person that secures a service, 
should provide their own tip

Catering 
Manager/Waiter/Staff

Expected 15-20% of the catering bill

Musicians Optional $25-$35 per musician; $50-$150 for DJs

Officiant Expected Donate $100 to the church

Photographer/Videographer Optional $50-$200 per vendor

Transportation Drivers Expected 15-20% 

Wedding Planner Optional 10-20%, up to $500 or a nice gift



Budget
What exactly can we skimp on?

The best way to answer this question is to ask yourself “Will anyone notice if we don’t 
have it?”  The best places not to skimp on for your guest is leaving them hungry, tired or 
cold.

The 8 best ways to cut costs:
1. Trim the guest list. Your cost per head is your biggest expense. The more people 

you invite, the more food you have to order, the more alcohol you will need, the 
most tables you will have, which in turn means more linens, more rentals (plates, 
flatware, glassware) even more centerpieces.

2. Choose the gorgeous setting, whether it’s a conservatory or a Tudor ballroom. 
You’ll save a ton on decorations. 

3. Skip the off-site location and go with a reception site that includes tables, chairs, 
etc. Tents, tables and chairs can add up very quickly. 

4. Limit the alcoholic offerings to wine, beer and a signature cocktail. Also consider 
sangria as a festive but cost-effective alternative to mixed drinks. 

5. Move the wedding from Saturday to either Friday or Sunday. Vendors lower their 
fees for days that are in less demand.

6. Eliminate the champagne toast. Most of the bubbly will be thrown out anyways. 
Have guests toast with whatever they are already drinking at the time.

7. Instead of a band, hire a DJ.
8. Opt for a more affordable printing method on your paper goods.


